
Dr Terry’s year of honours

The IBJ Awards Personality of the Year is Dr Terry O’Brien OAM, a recognised world 
expert on accurately calculating how close to the seabed a vessel can safely sail without 
touching the bottom. Category sponsor, the Port of Antwerp, were represented on stage 
at the awards ceremony by Chief Commercial Officer, Luc Arnouts, who handed over the trophy.

Dr O’Brien founded Melbourne based OMC International which can trace its history to the day when the then British 
Phosphate Commissioners contracted him to work on solutions for mooring phosphate ships in Nauru’s particularly deep port. 

His expertise grew out of his doctoral thesis on cable structures and related research on ship motions, which was ongoing
throughout his 22-year academic career at Melbourne University. 

In 1987 he left academia to work full-time on the further development of his ship motion model. By 1992 he had, with
the support of the Ports Corporation of Queensland, developed his model sufficiently for its installation in Queensland’s 
Hay Point coal terminal. His Dynamic Under Keel Clearance (DUKC) system was fully implemented in 1993.

This pioneering technology allows a more precise
prediction of Under Keel Clearance in depth 
restricted approach channels to ports. In this
vertical dimension, 1cm of increased draft can 
mean 130 extra tonnes of cargo load, which means
safer and more efficient shipping. The system is 
still unique and in the last two years OMC has
expanded worldwide.

In September, following the announcement in 
Her Majesty the Queen’s Birthday Honour’s List, 
Dr O’Brien winner was formally presented at 
Government House in Australia with his Medal 
of the Order of Australia (OAM) for services to 
the maritime transport industry.
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